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INTRODUCTION.

—_——

YT is not many years since a flock of pure-bred sheep
X among the average class of farmers was practically
unknown. All this is now changed.

The splendid work of Bakewell among the Leicesters
has found its counterpart in every other breed, result-
ing in a higher class of animal, breeding true to type.
The urgent necessity which every farmer now feels to
get the utmost return from the land of which it is
capable, gives added importance to this question, and
as a practical sheep-man, with a love of my subject,
I have ventured to record the methods which a wide
experience has shewn to be associated with success, in
the hope that they may point the way to some allevia-
tion of the present difficulties; for the fact should ever
be borne in mind that it costs no more to rear a good
sheep than a bad one.

My acknowledgments are due to the various gentle-
men who have in their replies given particulars of
their system of management; to Messrs. KEvans, for the
details of their sheep-shed ; and to Messrs. Wm. Cooper
and Nephews, whose interest in all sheep questions
is proverbial, for undertaking, at their own cost, to
publish and circulate this little production.

ALFRED MANSEILL.

Shrewshury,
Jirne, 1893,






PURE-BRED SHEEP

———oogg00——

FORMATION OF FLOCK AND SUBSEQUENT
SUCCESSFUL MANAGEMENT

—O—

MAIN FACTORS.
% BREEDER to be successful must be an enthusiast, and
~o> take special means to obtain the best information as to the
attributes and characteristics of the breed adopted.

THE MOST SUITABLE BREED.

The first consideration is, which breed is the best adapted to
the locality and the particular farm where the flock is to be kept,
and In arriving at a decision many important points must be
looked at, such as the nature of the soil, the quality of the
pastures, the climate and altitude, and the breed of sheep most
likely to find customers in the district.

Sometimes it will be found a wise course to be the only
breeder of a particular breed of sheep in a neighbourhood, and
thus escape the severe competition experienced for that par-
ticular breed in its great stronghold. This latter consideration
1s worth more attention than is usually given to it, as a com-
paratively unknown breeder in a locality where his particular
breed is not the breed of the district can generally sell a con-
siderable number of rams at good prices for crossing purposes,
whilst a market for the very best can always be found amongst
the flockmasters who keep that particular breed.

FOUNDATION OF FLOCK.
Even after having definitely decided which breed to take in
hand, it is not wise to be in a hurry. An opportunity should be
taken of seeing all the best flocks of the particular breed at
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home, and we feel sure all breeders are not only willing, but
glad to see anyone on such an errand, and would give him every
opportunity of seeing their flocks and accord him a hearty
welcome. If any difficulty be experienced in getting the names
and addresses of the best breeders we would advise a perusal of
the awards at the R.A.S.E. for the last 10 years, and a careful
study of the existing flock books of the respective breeds, from
which an intelligent reader will be able to gather which flocks
are principally resorted to for sires, thus stamping them as
fRocks of hich repute. As sometimes it happens that some of
the best flocks are never exhibited, and 1t 1s therefore politic
to take other means hesides those alluded to, to secure ‘the
names of these breeders, which no doubt the secretaries of the
various societies would readily furnish.

Armed with the names and addresses required, we would re-
commend a careful look through each flock ; and if not qualified
to form an opinion as to their respective merits, the services of
an expert whose judgment and integrity may be relied upon,
should be secured. Having thus decided which flocks on the
whole exhibit the best characteristics of the breed, we would
suggest the following course as the one most likely to prove
successful.

| Instead of buying 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, or 50 ewes from several

breeders, and so getting together a homogeneous lot with dif-
ferent character, type, and breeding, we strongly advise selecting
the whole from one, two, or three breeders at the most, or where
the flock is limited to 80 or 100, two breeders ought to supply
the lot ; but of course in cases where big flocks are established
more breeders must be resorted to. It will, however, be sound
policy to begin with a small flock of undeniable breeding and
merit, rather than with a larger one of inferior animals.

By founding a flock with judicious selections from the best
breeders the greatest point is achieved, viz., a sure and certain
basis upon which to build up a flock of the highest class.
Many breeders have never been able to eliminate the results of
a bad start with the ewe foundation, despite the fact that they
have used high-class rams for many years The bad points that
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existed in the ewes have appeared again and again; one genera-
tion will be free from them, and still they may reappear with
vexatlious persistence the next. Too much importance cannot
be attached to making a correct start.

Probably the reader may say “sound advice,” but how is it to
be done ? Will breeders sell selected sheep at a reasonable price
by private treaty, or is it necessary to attend their annual sales ?
Some breeders prefer to sell by private treaty, whilst others
prefer to have annual sales. Whether the foundation sheep are
bought by private treaty or at the public sales, the right sort
must be selected even if an apparently high price has to be paid.
We say "apparently,” because the best specimens of a breed
rarely prove to be dear in the long run, whilst second-rate ewes
are not cheap at any price, and are a constant source of dis-
appointment and loss. High individual ment, soundness of
constitution, and a thrifty condition in the sheep purchased are
points of great importance. Where the pluck and means to buy
the best are absent, the idea of establishing a flock of pure-bred
sheep should not be entertained, as disappointment would as--
suredly result.

EAR MARKING.
Every ewe 1in the flock should have a distinctive number from-
1 up to 100, 200, or 500, as the case may be, and her pedigree
should be clearly written in a private Flock Book, in which her
subsequent mating and breeding can be entered. The metallic
ribbon ear tag it the one most to be recommended.

SUBSEQUENT MANAGEMENT

Possessed of the ewes, what 1s the best course to pursue ¥
Should attention be given to improving the ewe flock, or should
an effort be made to acquire a reputation as a ram breeder by
extensive showing? We unhesitatingly say the first few years
should be devoted to improving the ewes, an object which,
though equally important, is more easily achieved and far less
costly than ram breeding, inasmuch as sires suitable for getting
good ewes never command such high figures as those likely to
beget high-class rams. Again, once possessed of a good ewe
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flock exhibiting uniformity of character and type, the greatest
difficulty has been overcome, and, by judicious mating, a long
and successful show and sale yard career may be counted upon.

SHEPHERD.

The importance of a good shepherd cannot be over-rated ; not
one of those men who can only trim and get up sheep for show,
for which he receives wages which many a highly educated
clerk would be glad to get:; but a sensible steady man who is
fond of his calling and puts his whole energies into his work, one
who understands the treatment and feeding of sheep, and who
has a general knowledge of their common ailments, and believes
that in such matters as Foot-rot, Husk or Hoose, Maggot, &c.,
prevention is better than cure.

Of late years shepherds have commanded high wages, but if
possible it would be better to pay less in wages and more by
actual results, even if the payment in the first instance were
greater. It practically gives the shepherd a direct interest in
his calling, and is really a system of co-operation.

The payments by results might include :—

(1.) A bounty on each lamb at weaning time.

(2.) A bonus if he does not lose more than 2 or 3 per cent of
ewes 1n lambing or 4 per cent in the year.

(3.) A small percentage on the show-yard winnings and on
the amount realised in sales during each year.

SELECTION OF SIRES.

Having obtained the ewes on the lines laid down, it would be
well to look carefully through the whole flock and endeavour to
find out the weak points, as undoubtedly they will be present,
however careful the selection has been. In choosing a ram,
care should be taken to secure one that is strong in the points
where the ewes are weak. Experience has proved that where
this course is followel the weak points of the dams are
usually much less marked in their offspring, and, if it is
persevered in, are in time often entirely got rid of. As the
vbject is first to get a thoroughly good ewe flock the sires
should be chosen with that view, and therefore a somewhat
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non-masculine rom of good character and type, with as much
size and length as possible, is recommended ; but of course it is
absolutely essential that the ram shoyld possess all the true
characteristics of its breed and be practically unassailable, except
for a slight inclination to feminine character about its head.
By the use of this type of ram for a few years a first-class flock
of ewes should be the outcome, and then none but the highest-
class rams possessing strong masculine character should be used.
It 1s not so necessary to obtain size in the sire, provided the
animal 1s masculine, and big, so to speak, in his points. Many
really small rams have proved themselves remarkable getters
both as to quality and size, and it would be an easy matter to
trace several Rcyal Winners which have been sired by, com-
paratively speaking, small rams. Some breeders recommend
that one ram should be selected annually with the object of
getting ewes to keep up the flock, and this suggestion 1is
certainly deserving of serious consideration. At any rate it is of
primary importance that the ewes should be kept up to a high
standard, and this is one way of doing so. As before stated, the
size should if possible be secured in the ewe flock, and the stamp
or impress through the sire.

Rams from old-established flocks are recommended, as they
are undoubtedly the most reliable and the most impressive.
This is accounted for, no doubt, by the greater strength of
blood, inherited by a long course of careful, and probably close
breeding.

When ram lambs are used 1t 1s even more desirable to resort
to breeders of renown, as lambs from newly formed flocks
usually show to better advantage than from old established ones,
explained probably by the fact that they possess more vigour,
not having been so closely bred as the older flock. For the
foregoing reasons, the use of ram lambs cannot in most breeds
be too strongly condemned, although in others, notably the
Hampshire, the system of using ram lambs appears to answer.
In many breeds the adoption of this practice would result in a
rapid deterioration of the flock.
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LINE TO ADOPT IN THE IMPORTATION
OF SIRES.

During the first few-years, the selection of sires is not so
difficult, provided jucdgment is used, and adequate means are
available ; but afterwards it becomes a matter of grave impor-
tance. In the course of time, fresh blood is wanted. Whatisto
be done ? Shall a direct cross, so far as blood is concerned, be
looked for: or shall line breeding, with a slight outcross, be
decided upon? The writer, from such experience as he has
had, inclines to the latter opinion, but it is much more easy to
decide as to what step to take, than to find the animal suited to
our requirements.

Here the difficulty lies ; but on it so much depends, that the
enthusiast in the art of breeding, should try his utmost to secure
the animal best suited to his flock, and sooner or later, success
will follow his efforts.

Lastly—do not be in a hurry to dispose of the rams in service
until they have been really proved, as sometimes lambs with little
promise develope into graud sheep, and perhaps in the meantime
their sire has been passed on, or handed over to the butcher.
Success 1n breeding is so largely dependent on the sire, that
extraordinary means should be taken to sccure the best, and
when once this has been obtained and proved, it should be made
extensive use of.
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DATE FOR PUTTING RAM TO EWES.

One of the chief points to be considered before putting the
ewes to the rams is, when will the farm be able to kecp the lambs
growing and thriving, without a check ? In a pedigree flock, 1t 1s
desirable to have the lambs as early in the year as possible;
because, for showing purposes, an early-dropped lamb has a con-
siderable advantage over a March or April lamb. At the same
time 1t 18 of equal importance that lambs should suffer no check,
but continue to thrive during their whole career. if successful
results are to be obtained. If the Spring keep is likely to be
short, and the farm rather cold and exposed, it might be advisable
to put a limited number of the ewes to the ram early, so that
lambs for showing purposes may be secured, and to put the bulk
of the ewes to the ram at a somewhat later date. If this course
be adopted, the ewes most likely to breed well should be selected
for the purpose.

MATING.

All the rams for service should be branded in pitch with a
distinctive number—say 1 to 10, or any smaller or greater number
according to the rams in service—and their brecding, &c., entered
against that number. The ear tags of each ewe drawn to No. 1
ram should be entered in a small memo. book ; and so on until
the respective numbers of each ewe are taken, with the number
of the ram each is served by.

If any changes are subsequently made, a note must be taken of
the same, and at the end of the season when the ewes are all
served, the mating can be entered up in the private flock book.

The utmost care should be given to mating, because it is rarely,
if ever, that we get perfection in any one animal, and 1t 18 only
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by judiciously mating a ewe which is deficient in some points,
with a sire strongly developed in those particular points,
that we can hope to arrive at approximate perfection; if both
sire and dam are deficient in the same points, they will only be
accentuated in the offspring.

If possible, in mating, profit by experience ; that is to say, call
to mind or actually see the result of previous mating. This is
such a complex question that the best of judges are deceived;
and some of the best stock in the Kingdom has been bred from
animals that might easily have been passed over by experienced
judges in the show-yard.

Again, it is often the case that an undersized ewe or other
female produces large-framed stock.

When the ewes are first put to the ram, flushing, (i.e., placing
them on a fresh pasture), or folding on rape, mustard, or kale, is
considered a good practice, usually resulting in an early and pro-
lific erop of lambs.

1t is sometimes dangerous to give a sudden change, and so care
should be exercised for the first few days. and the ewes only
allowed to remain some three or four hours on the green fold,
This will minimise, and eventually overcome the danger. Ifany
of the ewes are very low in condition, they should, if possible,
be treated more liberally than the rest of the flock. The great
point for success in breeding is to have both the ewes and rams
in a healthy and thriving condition, and to get as small a per-
centage of barren ewes as possible. Ewes must not be too fat or
too lean, but of the two extremes the latter is preferable.

As to whether a ram should be allowed to run with the ewes
or the latter should be hand-ridden, and a teaser used, one must
be guided by circumstances. If the ram has been prepared for
show, is excessively fat or 1nactive, or a valuable one, a teaser
would undoubte ily be desirable, as the ram with this help would
Serve many more ewes, and probably much more effectually,
than if allowed to do all the work in the field, In reference
to the teaser—a good-looking one should always be used, as

several authentic cases can be quoted, where bad results have
followed the use of an ugly ram for this purpose.
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A ram, as a rule, should not be used extensively the first
year—that 1s, until his lambs have been seen—because should he
prove a bad getter the flock would suffer greatly ; and secondly,
after seeing what his first get develope into, it is an easier
matter to draw.ewes likely to nick well with him the next
season. There are exceptions to all rules, and in the case of a
very superior ram from a flock which can be thoroughly trusted,

a deep dip may be made the first season with an almost absolute
certainty that good will result.

TREATMENT OF SHOW EWES.
DOUBTFUL BREEDERS,

As soon as the Agricultural Societies’ meetings are over the
best course is to turn the show ewes out, at first for a few hours
in the cool of the day, and then later on they can be left out
altogether. Possibly before turning out some gentle aperient
medicine might be given with benefit, and this with exercise
obtained in the field and the different food usually brings them
into a breeding state. Of course, if the ewes are housed until

all the Summer Shows are over, the probability is they will not
breed.

Should these fat ewes and others perhaps with patchy rumps
turn several times, a ram lamb must be resorted to as a last
resource.

TREATMENT OF IN-LAMB EWES.

During the period the ewes are with the ram it is desirable to
keep them in as thriving a condition as possible, but for a month
or two afterwards sound old pastures or second year's seeds
provide all that is required, and as winter approaches a few roots
may be given daily with a little hay, either in racks where no
crushing would result, or else in small heaps on the field.

Some month or six weeks before lambing, a little trough food
is sound economy, as the lambs are much healthier and the ewes
much stronger and less likely to succumb to a difficult lambing
time. The best linseed cake i1s an excellent food, so also is a
mixture of boiled linseed, crushed oats and bran, with pulp and
cut stuff. In practice this strengthening and emollient mixture
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greatly assists a safe and easy parturition. It is of great im-
portance that no crushing should take place at the troughs,
therefore ample trough accommodation must be provided.

By a simple process of marking with paint, say on the left or
right hip, the ewes which are to lamb first, and continuing
different markings for each succeeding period the shepherd will
be able so to arrange it as mever to crowd the lambing fold,
and so minimise this risk of abortion.

The first batch of ewes to lamb should be placed in a small
field as near the lambing fold as possible, which should consist of
an enclosure of hurdles, with pens on two or more sides of the
same, well stuffed with straw, and thatched or covered with
hedge brushing, or any other rubbish easy to hand. Arrange the
fold so as to be open to the South, and protect as much as possible
against North and East winds. A barrel with a hinged lid, with
some nice dry hay in it, is a capital place to put a sick or weakly

lamb in, and is really much more effective than placing it in a
warm room, or near a fire.

TREATMENT AND FEEDING OF EWES
AND LAMBS.

Ttis of great importance to get the ewes and lambs from the
fold as soon as possible (except in cases where lambs are very
weak, and these must have special care), because sheep, and
especially highly-bred ones, will not stand confinement. The
twin ewes and lambs should of course have the best pastures, but
at the same time the single lambs must not be allowed to suffer.
In the case of twins, the ewes can be put on generous diet, as
there will be no fear of their getting too fat, and so far as
artificial food is concerned, nothing beats a mixture of beans or,
peas in small quantities, malt-dust, malt, good linseed cake,
crushed oats and bran; or, to save trouble, a prepared lamb food,
which meets every requirement. If any of the permanent pastures
are really fresh, we would recommend these for the first few days,
because, should the seeds get bare and a change to old pastures
becomes absolutely necessary, both lambs and ewes generally
fall back, whereas by depasturing the old turf first and following
with the seeds, an improvement is rapidly seen, as the ewes milk
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better. A few swedes, cabbage, or mangolds, and good clover-
hay in racks is of great assistance, and keeps up the flow of milk,
so essential to the well-being of the lambs. In the case of the
ewes with single lambs it is advisable, if possible, to let the
lambs run forward on to green rye, kale cabbage, or even to
young seeds, where the corn troughs can be placed. This is
easily accomplished with lamb hurdles, and prevents the ewes
getting too fat for breeding purposes. If it can be spared, a
little good clover-hay in racks may however be given them. As
much change of pasture as possible is recommended, and if that
they are taken to is not so good as the one they have left, they
should be assisted with an increased supply of roots or other
succulent food. A change apparently for the worse sometimes
proves better than no change at all.

LAMB SHELTERS, &c.

A circular enclosure of flake hurdles, with a lamb hurdle open
to the South, affords capital protection for lambs from the cold
North and East winds; so also do treacle, sugar, or other large
barrels with one end knocked out, placed about the field and
open to a warm quarter. These barrels can easily be turned
daily against the wind, and lambs will make extensive use of
them. Warmth to a young animal 1s equal to so much food.
Heaps of soil or rubbish, with one or more loads of fresh lime
spread over them, may be advantageously placed in each field
for the lambs to gambol about on, and the lime will be found
to prevent the same becoming unduly tainted and unhealthy.

A CAUTION TO SHEPHERDS.

It is often the practice to burl the ewe, i.e., cut away the wool
on the inside thighs and round the tail, and trim the wool round
the udder before sending the ewes to a distant field. It no
doubt is right in theory, but practical men say 1t is wrong, for
should cold East winds prevail gargetted udders will be the
result with the loss of several ewes. Just take away any quite
loose wool near the teats, which may possibly get into the lamb’s
mouth and so cause death by swallowing, but do not interfere
with Nature’s protection to the udder.
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MARKING THE LAMBS.

When the lambs are a few days old—say at the end' of every
week, all the new comers should be ear-marked with a fine

pointed nipper, (vide engraving).

This is very simple, and answers all purposes until such as are
passed into the breeding flock have the metallic ear-tags in-
serted. It is best to commence with the No. 1 in both sexes.
These numbers should be entered 1n a small memorandum book,
and from that copied into the private flock book.

Where the ficure re-

on the otter ear, for 90—
5% and 47, and so on.
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CASTRATION OF LAMBS.

This in the case of a pedigree flock is not recommended, as
lambs alter so much, that possibly one of the best may be
sacrificed to the butcher, whereas, if the ram lambs are keptin a
thriving condition throughout the Summer and Autumn, the
selection can then be sately made, and some two months’ extra
pushing will make the culls ready for the butcher.

DIPPING.

As soon as practicable—say, when the ewes are shorn and
before they are weaned—all the lambs should be dipped. The
object of dipping is the destruction of pavasites in the fleece of

the sheep, killing the young insects as they hatch,and preventing
re-1nfection.
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Experience has taught us that sheep thrive much better when
their skins are clean, and it has been clearly proved that a
good dip increases the quantity and improves the quality of the
wool.

Hence most leading flock-masters dip twice in the season,
once as indicated, and again in the autumn. The modes of
dipping are various. For ordinary flocks the hand-bath is in
general use. The swim-bath is by far the best when flocks are
large enough for its adoption, as this system 1s much less trouble,
saves labour and expense, and the dip is far more effectual.

As to the kind of dip opinions differ. If it is required to pre-
serve the flock from fresh attack—surely a matter of paramount
importance—a ‘ poisonous” dip must be selected, and amongst
these the name of Cooper’s is of course supreme, as it 1s most
carefully prepared by qualified men of large experience, whose
sole aim during the last fifty years has been to produce a first-
class Dip. )

WEANING.

This must depend on the particular breed of sheep and the
locality, and the breeder must be guided by circumstances, but
it is important to put the lambs when weaned on a good pasture.
Early weaning is in most cases to be recommended for the
following reasons :—XKeep is usually scarce at this season, and
this affords an opportunity of giving the lambs the best pistures
and putting all the ewes into one field instead of being all about
the farm robbing the lambs. As a matter of fact, ewes after
weaning should have a poor pasture. In some districts weaning
is so late that aftermath clovers are available, but in the majority
of cases this will not be so, and if cabbage, mustard, or other
green crop be to hand, so niuch the better, as the object is to
minimise the loss of the milk as much as possible. A little corn
should be given, but it must not be of a heating or too stimu-
lating a nature; probably nothing for safety surpasses extra
good linseed cake with crushed oats and bran. The lambs
must be divided according to sex; and should, as soon as vetches,
common turnips, and mustard, can be got in succession, be put
on the arable land and pushed forward in a healthy natural
way, thus avoiding an undue proportion of artificial food. As
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the harvest is cleared the young seeds afford a good change for
the lambs, from which they should be removed at night to the
arable land. Close folding, if possible, should be avoided, as it
tends to fatten and not to develop muscle and strength, which
should be the object in a breeding flock. By this is meant that
the hurdles should not follow close upon the sheep, but that
they should be allowed to roam at large over the field.

HUSK OR HOOSE.

Prevention is better than cure, and to endeavour to secure
immunity from this most fatal complaint, it is an excellent plan
to drench the whole of the lambs once, or, better still, twice,
with one of the well-known patent remedies, or with the fol-
lowing which costs less and is to all intents and purposes as

good, viz— _
1 oz, Asafetida,

% oz. Turpentine,

£ oz. Linseed Oil,
given in half a gill of milk or thin gruel two days consecutively
upon an empty stomach.

SHOULD LAMBS BE SHORN OR NOT.
Most breeders recommend shearing as giving greater immunity

from the fly in summer, and also in preventing the clinging of
the soil to the belly when on turnips, but it should rot take

place until June, or the lambs may suffer a severe check from
the exposure to cold.
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At the end of October, or early in November, some 10 or 12
ram lambs, and about the same number of ewe lambs (if required),
should be selected with a view of pushing them a little more
than the rest, for exhibition purposes. This requires a great
amount of care and discrimination on the part of the breeder.
In the first place, we would recommend that double the required
number be drawn out, the lambs from ewes which have pre-
viously bred exceptionally well, belng speclally noted. After this.
they must all undergo a careful scrutiny, and all that have defects
which would bar their winning, must be discarded at once, as it
would only be time and trouble thrown away to prepare and feed
for show an animal that could not be successful. What is a
defect which cannot be passed over in a show ring must be left
to the judgment of the breeder, but it i1s quite clear to any
observant person that many breeders never exhibit their best
sheep. They either do not take the care in selecting that they
should do ; or, what perhaps is very probable, they delegate the
same to the bailiff or shepherd.

The young sheep intended for exhibition should be allowed
to run out daily until about March, on an old turf for preference,
and at night should be housed. They should ulso receive a
liberal allowance of such succulent food as the farm will allow,
such as turnips, kale, cabbage ; with i 1b. to 1 lb. of artificial
food, consisting of crushed oats, best linseed cake, bran,
and as much good clover-hay as they will consume. Beans,
peas, lentils, or any other highly nitrogenous food is rot
considered desirable, as it heats the body and tends to pro-
duce gouty acids and derange the system, and if given in
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excess, it will soon be seen in ricketty legs and a shrunken
appearance of the barrel. A small quantity of malt is some-
times used, but it must be given with great care, and it is perhaps
best left out of the dietary of breeding animals. One of the
difficulties to be overcome is to impress upon the shepherd
the fact that sheep grow and thrive better upon plenty of green
food, and good clover or sanfoin hay, with a moderate allowance
of corn, than with corn ad lib and a short supply of nature’s
ownfood. How many breeders have had a good pen of ewes or
a valuable ram completely ruined by the injudicious use of too
much trough food! The most successful feeders of show sheep
are invariably warm advocates for a variety of green food, using,
.comparatively speaking, little else. All young or inexperienced
shepherds make this grand mistake, and the watchful eye of the
master should be ever on the alert to counteract the tendency of
the shepherd to use too freely of artificials.

Assoon as April comes in, the yearling sheep intended for
exhibition should be shorn ; but in the case of older sheep, it is
advisable to postpone it somewhat (at any rate, in the case of
Down breeds), as it is too early to house aged sheep, and they
could not stand the inclement weather usually prevailing at this
period of the year. On no account wash the-sheep intended for
exhibition before shearing, as it may at such an early period
-cwse death by chill.

The young sheep should, after shearing, have their feet care-
fully looked to and pared, and again undergoa close examination
with a view of finding if there are any that are too faulty to
push on for show; and if they all pass muster, they must be
divided into small lots and pushed on (with judgment) as
rapidly as possible, as the summer meetings will soon be here
and no time must be lost. The best rams should not be put
more than two together,—they are still better alone, and the
ewes say 1n two lots. Sheep thrive and do better in small lots,
and in the case of rams it is absolutely essential to divide them
as much as circumstances will allow.

The sheep shed (vide engraving) should be placed on a dry spot,
and a good system of drainage is as essential. In erecting the
same, the floor of each pen may be gently sloped so as to drain
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away any excess of urine, and so keep the shed dry, and minimise
the tendency to foot-rot. It will be observed that the turnip
house is placed in the centre of the shed, and the sheep can be
fed right and left by means of the gangway. In practice, it will
not be found advisable to put the show ewes and rams in the
same shed ; and generally, another building may be so arranged
as to accommodate the ewes.

Exercise 1s, however, essential, even after the sheep have been
shorn and housed, and the shepherd should be made to understand
that the chances of success are greater if the sheep have a little
gentle exercise daily. It keeps them well on their legs, giving
them increased appetite, and promotes health, which results in
a thrifty growth and firmness of flesh not to be seen in the
ungainly obese creatures often sent for exhibition. Exercising
the show animals is pleasant occupation for the proprietor, and
if he be accompanied occasionally by a friend so much the better,
as the animals get used to strangers, and become docile and
quiet. In some cases, the master rarely goes near his sheep, and
when he does do so a few days before the commencement of the
show season, he is rather annoyed at finding them scared and
frightened as soon as he presents himself. The most successful
men the writer has been brought in contact with, play and faddle
with their animals and notice their daily growth, and if they
are not doing as they would wish, change the diet somewhat, or
perhaps administer some corrective medicine.

SHOW SHEEP IN APRIL, MAY, JUNE, &c.

Roots have become scarce by now, but there is generally a fair
supply of mangolds, and these should be mellowed by exposure
to the sun. Mangolds may be safely given to the feeding ewes,
but with rams there is considerable danger if the weather is
very cold, and if the mangolds have not been well mellowed they
are apt to produce the water complaint. So many valuable sheep
have, indeed, been lost by their use, that many breeders discard
them for their best sheep, and substitute a hardy white Swede
(a native of the Cotswold Hills), supplemented with an early cut
of rye, grass, and clover (pushed on with nitrate of soda), kale,
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winter vetches, cabbage, rye, &c., &c. The great aim should
be to get a succession of green crops to follow; and though
undoubtedly they are costly to secure, it is of paramount im-
portance that there be no stint, as animals feeding for exhibition
should not suffer a check.

PREPARING LAMBS FOR SHOW,

These should be chosen with care, examining each lamb
minutely as to wool, skin, and other points characteristic of the
breed ; and, as a rule, early well-grown lambs have much the
best chance. Let the lambs selected be dipped at once,repeating
he operation a month or six weeks later ; give them as much
room as possible on land which has not been fed with sheep,
housing them at night, and supplying them with green food, and
about } Ib. of linseed cake, oats, and bran, mixed, (no beans or
peas) ; and as the year advances, house in the heat and glare of
the day, and allow them recourse to a field for a few hours in
the evening. As the show-time approaches, it may, perhaps, be
advisable to trough feed entirely and only allow them out for
the sake of exercise, as they are apt to fall away when from
home, 1f not so treated, and unaccustomed to confinement.
Attention should from time to time be given to the lambs’ feet,
for should foot-rot ensue they rapidly lose both flesh and bloom.

BEFORE THE SHOW.

Having brought the sheep of the respective classes to as near
perfection as possible as regards growth and condition, much
will still depend upon the way in which they are placed before
the judges, and here the skilful master, bailiff, or shepherd has
the advantage of the tyro. Every care should be taken in
matching the ewes and lambs for each pen, as often a prize 1s
thrown away by putting together animals of different sizes and
types : and in the case of rams, those which handle well and

are 1n the pink of condition, may perhaps run a better race
than much superior animals not so forward.,

Again, it would be bad policy to send the best animals away
from home the week or so preceding the Royal or other im-
portant meetings, where the breed musters in great numbers
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and the prizes are more valued. Such a step would be placing
the sheep at a disadvantage, as they would undoubtedly lose
much of their bloom.

ADVICE AS TO SELECTION,

If the exhibitor feels convinced he cannot show to win, he
should not select the biggest to represent him, but rather those
which are the truest to character and type and likely to attract
the attention of breeders, because by so doing he will probably
ensure their attendance at his sale, with perhaps more re-
munerative results than the mere money value of a prize.
Undoubtedly many men have injured their reputation by ex-
hibiting animals not true to character, when perhaps their flock
in its entirety was a very good one.

TREATMENT OF THE MAIN PORTION OF THE
YOUNG SHEEP.

The young rams and ewes not for exhibition should be kept
on turnips, kale, &c., on the arable land until wanted for barley
sowing (folded, or otherwise, according to the nature of the
farm), and then on turf or seeds until about May, when it is
desirable to shear them, as well as any two-shear rams it is
intended to exhibit ; and should the weather be very cold it is
better to house them entirely for a few days, until they get less
liable to contract a chill. Mangolds are apt to cause mischief in
freshly shorn animals unless the weather 1s warm, so perhaps it
is safer to leave them out of the dietary for a short time.

Such of the older rams as are to be exhibited must be placed
under the same conditions as the other show animals ; but for the
majority of the rams, it is better to allow them, say in May and
early June, to spend the day time in the field, and afterwards to
remain out at night as well, housing in the day if the weather is
very hot. This treatment tends to growth and muscular strength
instead of fat, and rams brought up in this way usually prove

prolific sires.

Some month or six weeks before the annual sale, the rams
may be housed, without in any way detracting from their value,
but even then, exercise should be given.
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The shearling ewes for sale should be placed on as good a
pasture as the farm affords, and treated in such a manner as to
promote a swelling of the frame rather than a making of flesh;
for this purpose, green foods—such as vetches, rape, cabbage,
with a small addition of corn some six weeks before selling is
the best.

PREPARING FOR SALE.

The cull rams should have gone to the butcher early in January;
and now, mid-May or so, a further batch must go. It is far
better to keep for the sale none but good animals, because 30, 40,
50, or more really first-class sheep will make as much, or more,
than double the number of indifferent ones, and this weeding out
of the weak ones will help to keep the demand on a level with
supply. Thus, in addition to securing better prices, the breeder
will put the money realised by the drafts into his pocket some
three months earlier than if they had been kept for stock pur-
poses. Agaln, if only the best are sold as sires, the results
obtained by their use redounds to the credit of the breeder, and

he soon reaps the benefit of the course adopted, by the increased
demand for his rams.

If breeders would well consider this, gluts would rarely occur,
and the sheep stock of the county would be much improved.

The same treatmentshould be adopted with the ewes, and no
ewe should be sold with a pedigree unless she is passable and
likely to breed well. It must be suicidal to a breeder to dis-
seminate animals that will not do him credit; and it is far better
to sacrifice a few at butchers’ prices than to secure a few shillings
extra by allowing cull sheep to be sold for breeding purposes. If
the ewes are sold in pens, carefully draw them to match, and do
not marry one or two of the inferior ones with some of the best

of the flock. This would probably be the means of losing a
good customer for the best.

MANAGEMENT OF BREEDING FLOCK, AND DRAFTING.

The lambs from each ewe should be carefully noted by the

shepherd (and master if practicable), so that when the drafting

comes (usually June or J uly), it can be seen which ewes are
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breeding satisfactorily, and what class of ram suils them best ;

because, possibly, some of the most promising lambs may be the
offspring of ewes that would otherwise be discarded. In a
pedigree flock, a system of drafting at a certain age cannot be
followed with advantage, for in some cases it is wise to keep a
ewe—a good ram breeder—as long as she will continue to breed,
while others which produce nothing good as yearlings or two-
shears may safely be put aside.

As to the number of ewcs which should be drafted annually,
one must be guided by circumstances. Should the young ewes
be exceptionally good, and by one or more sircs which you havea
high opinion of, it will be politic to draft from the breeding
flock more largely than usual. If on the other hand, the shear-
ling ewes are not to your liking, it may be well to add none to the
breeding flock, and dispose of the young ewes in their entirety,
when they usually sell exceptionally well. These matters must
be left to the judgment of the breeder, but all such details are of
great importance, and whether they receive due attention or not,
means success or failure.

SELECTION OF SHEARLING EWES TO ADD TO FLOCK.

The selection of the shearling ewes to add to the flock is a
matter of great 1mportance, and every breeder who is wise will
not fail to give it his personal attention. To begin with, we
would recommend that the selection should be made in the first
instance before shearing, when one has a better opportunity of
Judging of the quality and staple of the fleece, and then, finally,
the selected ones should be carefully examined a month or so
after shearing, when probably, some which had a plessing
appearance and looked well-developed, deep-grown sheep in the
wool may strip somewhat ugly in feature, and prove lezgy and
shallow. Of course, more ewes must be marked than are actually
wanted, and it will also be well to look carefully through the dis-
carded ones to see that no really good animal has been rejected.
The marking is easily done with a touch of paint,and each sheep
can be re-marked as soon as it 1s shorn. Appearance and
exe nption from defects must not be the sole guide in selection,
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as ewes from well-known good breeders should always be retained,
unless there is some cogent reason to the contrary.

FOOT-ROT AND ITS PREVENTION.

No flock can thrive where this is present, and as undoubtedly
it is contagious, it is wise to submit all bought sheep (which
should be few), to a thorough disinfecting before being allowed
to mix with the general flock.

The plan adopted by Mr. David Buttar, of Corston, Coupar
Angus, Forfar, N.B,, for dealing with foot-rot, and strongly
recommended, is as follows :—

“ Pass the whole flock twice during the year through a solution
of arsenic, which is thus prepared :—Boil 21b. of arsenic with
21b. of potash (pearl ash), in 1 gallon of water over a slow fire for
half-an-hour. Keep stirring, and at any signs of boiling over
pour in a little cold water; then add 5 gallons of cold water.
Put this solution to the depth of 1 in to 1% in. (just sufficient to
cover the hoofs of the sheep), in a strong, well-made, water-
tight trough 12 ft. long by 18 1n. wide, and about 61n. deep, with
narrow strips of wood nailed across the bottom to prevent the
sheep from slipping. The trough must be set and fixed perfectly
level alongside a wall or other fence in some out-ol-the-way place.
It should be provided with a good water-proof lid, secured by a
padlock, so as to prevent the possibility of danger from any
poison which might be left in the trough. There should also be
a wooden fence on the other side of the trough, extended some-

what at the entrance end, to guide the sheep into it, as indicated
in the diagram,
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Before the sheep are driven through the trough, their feet
should be well pared ; then walk them gently throngh and let
them remain in Pen No. 2 for half-an hour or so before taking
them back to their pasture.

If sheep are badly attacked, we would recommend drawing out,
all the affected ones and passing them through the trough a
second time, after remaining for half-an-hour in the pen. Should
this not cure them, repeat the process in a fortnight or three
weeks time,

Having got free from foot-rot, the passing of the flock through
the solution twice a-year will completely prevent any new attack.

Before adopting this plan my sheep were scarcely ever free
from the disease. Now I have not a single case, and I have
had none since I first resorted to the practice in 1885.”

Mr. R. E. Turnbull used the following recipe for the extensive
flocks of the Earl of Carlisle’s home farm :—

Dissolve 11b. of arsenic, 31bs. washing soda, and 1 pint of pure
carbolic acid, in 12 gallons of water.

Have a trough—say 16 ft. long, 10in. wide at the bottom, 14 in.
wide at the top, 1 ft. in depth. Place the trough alongside a wall,
and fix hurdles on the side of the trough opposite the wall.
Make a pen atone end of the trough in which to collect the sheep
to be treated. See that the sheep walk slowly through the trough,
and let them pass through twice a-week till cured.

A simple and effective remedy is to walk the sheep through a
trough containing a solution of Cooper’s Dipping Powder, one
packet to two gallons of water.

MAGGOTS.

The old adage “ prevention is better than cure,” applies with
special force to this, in many cases, the shepherd’s most trouble
some enemy. If you can only make the fleece distasteful to tle
fly you will have no maggots.

A general summer dipping a month after shearing will prac-
tically free the flock from attack for the rest of the season. Of
course, wounds and abrasures, and wet or manure-stained places



24 SELECTING SHEEP FOR AGRICULTURAL SHOWS,

on the hinder parts will lay the animal open to risk, but such
can be readily attended to.

Where this dipping has been neglected, animals struck with
maggots should in the early stage be dipped with Cooper’s Dip.
If the maggots are very bad they should be removed by hand,
and the affected parts dressed with a mixture of carbolic acid
one part, water thirty parts.

The concluding pages contain the opinions of some of our
leading sheep-breeders on many guestions vital to the farmer.
There i1s of necessity great difference of opinion upon details of
management, but much of this 1s explained by the varied con-
ditions under which the several breeds of sheep are reared.
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COOPER'S DIPPING POWDER

1893.

FIFTY YEARS OF PHENOMENAL SUCCESS.

ITS ACHIEVEMENTS.

It is the Government Scab Remedy in Western Austraha.

It is, and has always been. at the Head of Proprietary Dips
on the Government list at Cape Colony.

1t is used by the Queen and the British Government, by the
great Tasinanian Stud Breeders, and by the principa

ROYAL SHOW WINNERS and BREEDERS in GREAT BRITAIN,

The highest-priced Wools in the London Wool Market for years
past bave always been Cooper-Dipped,

ITS SALES HAVE INCREASED EVERY YEAR.

It is now used on 100 millions of sheep annvally, or more than
all other Dips combined.

THE EXPLANATION

BECAUSE IT IS ADMITTEDILY

THE BEST DIP AT EVERY POINT

IN THE MARKET.



WHAT A DIP SHOJLD BE.

Eagily Mixed. Portable. Safe.
Handy. Cheap. Effectual. A Certain Cure.
Soluble in Cold Water.

Uniform in Strength. Not liable to deteriorate
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these requirements.

BEWARE OF INFERIOR IMITATIONS.

Avoid Non-poisonous Dips which en-
' courage Maggot Fly.



Printed and published by Willra. COOPER & NZPHEWS,

BERKHAMSTED.
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SISTEMA INTEGRADO DE BIBLIOTECAS
UNIVERSIDADE DE SAQ PAULO

ORIENTACOES PARA O USO

Esta € uma copia digital de um documento (ou parte dele) que pertence
a um dos acervos que fazem parte da Biblioteca Digital de Obras Raras e
Especiais da USP. Trata-se de uma referéncia a um documento original.
Neste sentido, procuramos manter a integridade e a autenticidade da
fonte, nao realizando alteracdes no ambiente digital - com excecao de

ajustes de cor, contraste e definicao.

1. Vocé apenas deve utilizar esta obra para fins nao comerciais. Os
livros, textos e imagens que publicamos na Biblioteca Digital de Obras
Raras e Especiais da USP sao de dominio publico, no entanto, é proibido

0 uso comercial das nossas imagens.

2. Atribuicao. Quando utilizar este documento em outro contexto, vocé
deve dar crédito ao autor (ou autores), a Biblioteca Digital de Obras
Raras e Especiais da USP e ao acervo original, da forma como aparece na
ficha catalografica (metadados) do repositorio digital. Pedimos que vocé
nao republique este conteudo na rede mundial de computadores

(internet) sem a nossa expressa autorizacao.

3. Direitos do autor. No Brasil, os direitos do autor sao regulados pela
Lei n.° 9.610, de 19 de Fevereiro de 1998. Os direitos do autor estao
também respaldados na Convencdo de Berna, de 1971. Sabemos das
dificuldades existentes para a verificacio se uma obra realmente
encontra-se em dominio publico. Neste sentido, se vocé acreditar que
algum documento publicado na Biblioteca Digital de Obras Raras e
Especiais da USP esteja violando direitos autorais de traducado, versao,
exibicao, reproducao ou quaisquer outros, solicitamos que nos informe

imediatamente (dtsibi@usp.br).



